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September 22, 2026

The Honorable Susan Collins

Chair, Senate Committee on Appropriations
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Patty Murray

Vice-Chair and Ranking Member, Senate Committee on
Appropriations

154 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Bill Hagerty

Chair, Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government
251 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jack Reed

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Financial Services and General
Government

728 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Collins, Vice-Chair Murray, Chair Hagerty, and Ranking
Member Reed:

The District of Columbia Access to Justice Commission (“Commission”) 1
urges you and your fellow members of the U.S. Senate Committee on
Appropriations and Subcommittee on Financial Services and General
Government to fully support the District of Columbia Courts’ (“D.C.
Courts”) Fiscal Year 2027 (“FY27”) budget request. We need your
support to ensure that the D.C. Courts - comprised of the D.C. Court of
Appeals (equivalent of a state-level supreme court) and the D.C.
Superior Court (trial court of general jurisdiction) - can continue to play
their critical role in securing public safety and fulfill their mission to
offer fair and timely administration of justice.

Established by the D.C. Court of Appeals two decades ago, our
Commission, composed of leaders from every legal sector as well as
medical and social service agencies, regularly convenes stakeholders,
conducts strategic research, and advocates for systemic improvements
to our civil justice system. From our unique vantage point, we witness

202-736-8334 « nancy.drane@dcaccesstojustice.org ¢ www.dcaccesstojustice.org



D.C. Courts FY27 Funding, page 2

how critical the D.C. Courts’ day-to-day operations are to the safety and security of the
District of Columbia.

After flat funding since FY23, increased case filings, unprecedented security threats, and
staffing at a 10-year low, the D.C. Courts are at a fiscal breaking point. To meet these
mounting needs, the D.C. Courts have requested a $35 million increase to its operating
budget over FY26 levels, for total FY27 funding of $298.1 million. Yet the House Committee
on Appropriations has proposed an $18 million—or 13%—reduction in the D.C. Courts’
overall budget. That reduction would force cuts to essential court operations and weaken
the District’s justice system at the very moment demand and risk are rising. As you know,
federal law places responsibility for funding the D.C. Courts on the federal government
rather than the District government. Unlike state and local courts elsewhere in the country,
the D.C. Courts therefore depend on federal appropriations to carry out their obligations for
administering justice.

We offer four reasons that the Senate should support the D.C. Courts’ full FY27 budget
request:

Full funding will promote public safety. Without adequate funding, the D.C. Courts will be
unable to effectively manage their growing criminal caseload. While D.C. Courts funding has
remained flat, its criminal docket has grown by 160%. This translates to $56 million in
additional costs to the D.C. Courts. Without additional support, the criminal case “clearance
rate” (the time it takes for cases to resolve) will continue to drop; it fell from 108% in FY23
to 60% in FY25. The D.C. Courts’ FY27 budget request also promotes public safety by
including increased funding to support expedited criminal case processing and strengthened
juvenile probation, including GPS monitoring to aid in the enforcement of conditions of
release.

Full funding will address acute security needs. Unprecedented physical and
cybersecurity threats to the D.C. Courts and their judicial officers require increased
investment. A third of the D.C. Courts’ requested increase would cover additional physical
and cybersecurity to address increased threats against the judiciary (over 500 threats to
Federal judges were investigated last year, including judges from the D.C. Courts) and the
20% increase in cyberattacks last year (65,000 are blocked by the D.C. Courts each day).
Without increased funding, highly sensitive court information, including adoption and
mental health records, will be at risk.

Full funding will promote community stability. Left unresolved, the D.C. Courts’ growing
docket of civil cases (a 33% increase this year) puts at risk the day-to-day security and
stability of D.C. neighborhoods. Civil cases involve legal issues that cut to the core of a well-
functioning community - housing and eviction, intra-family conflict, child protection,
financial security, business and employment, and the administration of estates upon death.
Without sufficient funding, the D.C. Courts will be unable to efficiently adjudicate these cases,
placing D.C.’s community and economy at risk.
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Full funding reflects the importance of D.C. as host to Congress, the nation, and the
world. The Senate has consistently recognized its responsibility to ensure that the nation’s
capital has the resources required to serve residents, federal institutions, and visitors.
Members of Congress and their staff live and work in Washington, D.C. and depend on its
justice system, while more than 27 million tourists visit the District each year. Fully funding
the D.C. Courts will help preserve a safe, stable, and functioning capital for all who live, work,
govern, and visit here.

Thank you for your consideration. We respectfully urge the Senate to provide the D.C. Courts’
full FY27 request of $298.1 million and reject any reduction that would impair essential court
operations. Prompt action will help protect public safety, secure sensitive court information,
and preserve fair and timely access to justice in the District of Columbia.

Respectfully,
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James J. Sandman, Chair

CC: All Commissioners
Nancy Drane, Executive Director

Members of the Senate Committee on Appropriations and Subcommittee on Financial
Services and General Government

i The following Commission members abstained from consideration of this letter: Hon. Corinne
Beckwith, Hon. Rebecca Goldfrank, Hon. Carmen McLean, Ms. Karen Newton Cole, Mr. Herbert Rouson,
Jr., Hon. Vanessa Ruiz.



