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D.C. Access to Justice Commission Honors Firms that Qualified for the 2025
Raising the Bar in D.C. Leadership Circle

Recognized firms donated $5.83 million during 2025 to local legal services
organizations that serve Washington D.C. residents in critical legal areas. This
private sector financial support for civil legal services organizations remains
critical as D.C. residents continue to face urgent civil justice problems and
complements public support for civil legal services.

Washington, D.C. — The D.C. Access to Justice Commission is pleased to honor
the 32 firms that qualified for the Raising the Bar in D.C. campaign in 2025.
Honored firms are being recognized for donating a benchmark percentage of
D.C. office revenue to local legal services organizations during the course of
2025. In being recognized, each of these firms serves as a model for their peers
in prioritizing financial support that benefits members of the community in
which they work.

Together, the honored firms donated $5.83 million in 2025 to organizations that
serve low- and moderate-income District residents facing life-altering legal
needs - keeping them in their homes, with their families, and safely within their
communities. There is no right to a lawyer in these civil cases — meaning without
legal services organizations, people would have to face these legal issues alone.
The demand for these services continues to grow, as does the cost of offering
these services due to rising operational expenses.

Among the core missions of the D.C. Access to Justice Commission is to
encourage funding for local civil legal services. The Commission’s signature
effort around private funding is the Raising the Bar in D.C. campaign, which
recognizes financial support provided by area law firms to local legal services
organizations. The Commission launched the Campaign in 2010 to set a standard
for area law firms to aspire to when determining the appropriate level of
financial support to civil legal services organizations. We recognized our first set
of Leadership Circle firms in 2011.

The Campaign recognizes firms at three levels — Platinum, Gold and Silver — for
donating .11%, .09%, or .075% of D.C. office revenue, respectively. Because of
the structure of the Campaign, firms of all sizes can and do participate, and firms



must increase their giving when their revenues increase to qualify for each level of giving. Since the
Campaign began, the number of participating firms has grown from the initial twenty-three, and
aggregate giving for participating firms has increased more than $3.1 million. This is a powerful
statement of the private bar’s commitment to ensuring that every individual in the District of Columbia,
regardless of income, has equal access to justice.

“Lack of access to legal help is an urgent crisis in the District,” said James J. Sandman, Chair of the D.C.
Access to Justice Commission. “Demand has always exceeded the supply of legal help available for low-
and moderate-income District residents, and need continues to rise. That is why the Campaign
recognizes Leadership Firms that have tied their giving to their rising revenue. We urge more firms to
follow this example.” Added Lisa Dewey, Vice Chair of the Commission, “Giving to local legal services
organizations strengthens ties between firms and the local community, and meaningful impacts District
residents.”

Giving by the private bar through the Campaign complements and incentivizes the D.C. government’s
public appropriation for legal services through the Access to Justice Initiative. It also reflects the private
bar’s confidence in the strength of the work of the local legal services community, robust collaborations
between firms and legal services providers, and the legal profession’s ethical commitment to access to
justice for all.

The Commission extends special thanks to the six firms that increased their Leadership Level of giving in
2025, and the twenty-four firms that sustained their Leadership Level of giving from the previous year —
including ten firms that have now maintained giving at the highest Platinum level for three consecutive

years.

In its letter congratulating Leadership Circle firms, the Commission urged each firm to redouble its
efforts to provide leadership and financial support in the face of chronic and growing need for legal
services:
Thanks to support like yours, D.C. residents don’t have to face life-altering events such as
eviction, domestic violence, loss of public benefits, and consumer fraud alone — and their

families, neighborhoods and communities are safer and stabler.

The list of firms and their levels follows.
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Raising the Bar in DC

A Funding Campaign for D.C. Civil Legal

Leadership Circle 2025

Platinum Level Donors
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Brown & Peisch PLLC Law Offices of Andrew Marks PLLC
Henrikson Law PLLC Law Offices of Gary N. Horlick
Jones Day Mayer Brown LLP
Kaiser PLLC Perkins Coie
Katz Banks Kumin LLP Sidley Austin LLP
Klein Hornig LLP Steptoe LLP
Kropf Moseley Schmitt PLLC The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Law Office of Cecily E. Baskir, LLC Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

Gold Level Donors
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Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP
ArentFox Schiff LLP Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Arnold & Porter Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP Seyfarth Shaw LLP
DLA Piper LLP (US) Venable LLP

Silver Level Donors
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Beveridge & Diamond PC Epstein Becker & Green, PC
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Covington & Burling LLP Lowenstein Sandler LLP
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