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Committee Chair Pinto and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 

testify today on behalf of the District of Columbia Access to Justice Commission (“Commission”).1 The 

Commission was created by the D.C. Court of Appeals in 2005 to address the scarcity of civil legal 

services for low- and moderate-income District residents and to reduce the barriers these litigants 

face in navigating the civil justice system. The Commission is chaired by James J. Sandman, President 

Emeritus of the Legal Services Corporation and Distinguished Lecturer at the University of 

Pennsylvania Law School, and Vice Chaired by Lisa Dewey, Pro Bono Partner at DLA Piper US LLP. 

Georgetown Law Center Professor Peter B. Edelman serves as Chair Emeritus. Commission members 

include representatives from the D.C. Court of Appeals, D.C. Superior Court, and D.C. Office of 

Administrative Hearings, and leaders from the private bar, legal services organizations, law schools, 

and community-based organizations.  

One of the first things the Commission did upon inception was work with the D.C. Council 

(“Council”) to establish the Access to Justice Initiative (“Initiative”). The Commission is extremely 

grateful to the Council for its now 20-year support of the Initiative and to this Committee, which has 

championed it from the beginning. The Initiative is under the purview of the Office of Victim Services 

and Justice Grants (“OVSJG”) and administered by the D.C. Bar Foundation (“DCBF”) per statute.  

I am proud to testify today alongside local and national leaders, dozens of staff from grantee 

organizations, other community leaders, and most importantly, clients served by the Initiative. 

Attached to our testimony you will find statements from Initiative grantee organizations summarizing 

the outcomes achieved through their work and the impact that will be felt by the residents who 

https://dcaccesstojustice.org/
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depend on them if funding is not restored. We have also included a series of fact sheets that detail 

the value and scope of the program. Finally, we’ve attached our FY27 budget request that outlines 

the Initiative’s work in more detail.  

The Mayor’s proposed FY27 budget funds the Initiative at $4.447 million, a $27.299 million or 

86% reduction from the current FY26 funding level. We urge this Committee and the entire Council 

to prioritize restoring Initiative funding to $31.785 million, consistent with FY23, FY24, FY25, and 

FY26 funding.  

In doing so, we recognize the intersectionality of reduced Initiative funding and the proposed 

reduction of other OVSJG-funded organizations. We stand with the Victim Assistance Network 

(“VAN”)2 in asking the Council to prioritize these programs and protect the true baseline to ensure 

equal access to justice. We appreciate the VAN’s support for the restoration of Initiative funding and 

its partnership in ensuring legal assistance is provided to those in need. 

Throughout today’s hearing you will hear about the direct and resulting consequences if the 

Council is unable to restore Initiative funding. The proposed reduction presents an existential threat 

to our entire civil justice system which, at its core, relies on the availability of free legal help to 

ensure fairness and equal access to justice. If the Mayor’s proposed budget stays in place, our 

community will lose more than a decade’s worth of progress in addressing the District’s persistent 

and still growing civil justice crisis. This fundamentally undermines the D.C. Council’s recognition – 20 

years ago – that investing in legal help leads to a stronger and more resilient D.C. community. 

The immediate consequences will be stark. An estimated 38,000 District residents could lose 

access to legal help.3 These are individuals at risk of eviction, survivors of domestic violence, children 

and families caught in contested custody hearings, elders combatting fraud, District residents fighting 

to maintain benefits to which they are entitled, individuals with disabilities, and much more. The 

Initiative is critical because unlike in our criminal justice system, there is no right to a lawyer in civil 

cases where as many as 97% of litigants don’t have a lawyer, even when their family, home, safety, 

or health is at risk.4  

Legal services organizations that help form the fabric of our community will lose sustaining 

funding that could force the removal of 240 client-facing, community-based workers who serve 

https://ovsjg.dc.gov/service/victim-assistance-network
https://ovsjg.dc.gov/service/victim-assistance-network
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District residents.5 Entire organizations or established projects – like the 31 projects that rely on the 

Initiative for 75%+ of funding – may be forced to shutter.6 This will have a direct impact across the 

District and in each Ward. A map in our Appendix marks the presence of Initiative-funded projects 

across all eight Wards.7 These are court- and community-based self-help and resource centers, 

community education and ‘know your rights’ trainings, legal clinics on a range of legal topics, and 

partnerships with libraries, medical clinics, and more. The Initiative’s impact in each Ward is also 

detailed in the Appendix.8 

If this reduction remains in place, the more than 180 District agencies and community 

organizations that rely upon Initiative-funded programs for a wide range of supports like referrals, 

professional training, community education, and even co-located legal staff will find themselves 

without a trusted partner. This includes creative community alliances such as medical-legal 

partnerships, which place attorneys alongside medical staff at some of the District’s most high-

volume providers of primary medical care. To give you a sense of the scope of these activities, more 

than 7,800 District residents attended over 660 Initiative-led community education sessions last year 

alone.9 The impact would be particularly significant for communities east of the Anacostia River, 

where the number of available attorneys has doubled since the Initiative’s inception and those 

attorneys have become known and trusted parts of the community.  

But these are only the most direct consequences of the Mayor’s proposed reduction.  

The proposed reduction fails to recognize the longer-term benefits that accrue from the 

provision of free, prevention-focused legal help. The Legal Services Corporation recently released a 

report after reviewing more than 50 studies that explored the economic return on investment 

generated by civil legal aid, finding an average of $7 saved for every $1 invested.10 Benefits included 

income and other financial support recovered for clients, relieving costs associated with public 

programs, and the positive ripple effects throughout the community experienced when individuals 

and families are more stable. Here in D.C., we have seen the economic benefits that arise when 

lawyers who work through medical-legal partnerships resolve health-harming legal issues like 

housing code violations that exacerbate chronic conditions such as childhood asthma. Over a three-

year period, one grantee saved more than $3 in Medicaid costs for every $1 spent on the legal services 
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like these, to the tune of $14 to $15 million in total Medicaid costs over three years – an average of 

$10,000 per child over 18 months.11 

The proposed reduction turns its back on the idea that prevention-based strategies lead to 

stronger communities. Every day, Initiative programs help District residents resolve problems before 

they become bigger crises – crises that often prove costly for the community-at-large. Initiative 

grantees are proactive, knocking on doors offering help instead of waiting for individuals to appear 

at the courthouse alone, and sometimes allowing residents to stay out of court altogether; addressing 

legal issues early to prevent them from escalating and recurring; offering clinics and know-your-rights 

sessions in the community; running courthouse-based programs that promote fairness and 

procedural justice in our courts; providing safety planning and protection; cutting through obstacles 

to secure needed public benefits; and helping families resolve conflict. The results outlined in the 

grantee statements in our Appendix reveal the value of this investment:  

• Domestic violence survivors represented by an attorney are 2.5 times more likely to 
successfully receive a protective order and report substantially greater economic self-
sufficiency & less future violence;12 

• In 2025, one grantee’s consumer law unit helped residents save more than $12 million in 
foreclosure and debt collection cases;13  

• Legal help offered to people with disabilities or complex health needs helps them access 
employment, income, and services in the communities;  

• 5,616 referrals were handled by the Family Law Assistance Network since March 2020 – with 
over 98% able to be served;14 

• Represented youth were 38% less likely to be rearrested within 2 years than other DYRS-
bound youth;15 

• Criminal record-sealing significantly expands economic opportunity and reduces recidivism - 
one grantee alone handled 618 of these matters;16 

• The majority of tenants with lawyers where outcome data is known were able to resolve their 
dispute through settlement or dismissal, keeping families housed and outside of the homeless 
services system;17 

• 77% of tenants at-risk of losing vouchers retained subsidies, keeping these government 
benefits available to tenants and property owners;18 and 

• 86% of tenants who wanted to remain in their unit retained possession (71% overall).19 
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Initiative funds also ensure civil legal aid is delivered efficiently and equitably. The Initiative 

has served as a national leader in developing models for strengthening access to civil legal aid. In 

creating the Initiative, the Council was prescient in requiring the development of a first-of-its-kind 

community legal interpreter bank to ensure services were delivered in an individual’s native language 

– now a replicated national model. The Bank provided interpretation from specially trained 

interpreters during 648 sessions, facilitated 9,019 on-demand telephonic and video remote calls, and 

arranged for the translation of 153 documents last year.20 This is a critical access-to-justice 

investment knowing that lack of language access not only isolates and excludes non-English speakers, 

but also alienates the Deaf and Hard of Hearing community as well. The DC Resource Bridge is a new 

one stop resource to connect D.C. residents in need of legal help with legal services. In less than a 

year, the DC Resource Bridge provided a single-point of entry for 1,333 District residents and has a 

growing community presence, including a new storefront location in Ward 8.21 Initiative grantees 

provide their expertise to the D.C. Council and other policy makers on a wide range of topics, through 

testimony to participation on local advisory committees. Each of these efforts rely on a well-

resourced legal services system.  

Failing to invest in our core civil legal aid organizations would also squander opportunities 

to leverage that investment to unleash other private resources. The Initiative is a force multiplier, 

where grantee organizations magnify the impact of every public dollar invested through the 

recruitment, training, and support of private lawyers performing pro bono service on behalf of District 

residents. Pro bono contributions are only possible when there is a stable legal services network to 

identify cases, develop resources, and provide training and supervision.22 Without these public funds 

and the stable legal services infrastructure they assure, these important law firm resources might go 

untapped and thousands more clients denied the assistance of counsel. Volunteer lawyers handled 

2,239 cases last year as a direct result of the Initiative. The Initiative grantee organizations report that 

they secured the equivalent value of $74 million in pro bono legal services for clients from private 

firms.23 The District’s public funding also incentivizes private law firms to support legal services 

organizations financially through efforts like the Commission’s Raising the Bar in D.C. campaign.24  

 Particularly troubling is the fact that this funding reduction and its consequences will come at 

a time when community needs are increasing. The Initiative served 9,000 more District residents in 
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2025 than it did in 2024 – with notable increases in areas like probate (240%↑), family emergency 

planning (100%↑), family law (67%↑), consumer and debt issues (12%↑)25 – while actual evictions 

were reportedly at a seven-year high.26 Changes at the federal level have led to a surge in requests 

for help navigating and addressing errors due to changes to SNAP, Medicaid, and other programs.27 

More District residents are struggling to access health care, especially community-based services to 

avoid unnecessary and costly institutionalization. And this comes at a time when other programs that 

offer funding for civil legal aid are being cut or eliminated, especially in the victim services space.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. The Initiative’s services help build stronger, 

more stable District neighborhoods where residents can thrive. The District government’s vision in 

creating the Initiative recognizes its obligation to ensure its residents have access to civil justice and 

values the role of such support in a comprehensive, public safety strategy. We are so grateful for the 

Council’s longtime leadership and support of this program. It is imperative that the Council prioritize 

restoring Initiative funding to $31.785M.  

I would be happy to answer any questions that you may have.  

 

 
ENDNOTES 
1 To learn more about the Commission and our work, see www.dcaccesstojustice.org. Commissioner Karen Newton Cole, 
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• Preserve and restore critical DHS investments in housing, domestic violence services, and stabilization, 
including maintaining Domestic Violence Services at $3.299 million 

3 See Appendix, How the proposed funding reduction will devastate access to civil legal help, also available at 
https://dcaccesstojustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Impact-of-Funding-Cuts.pdf  
4 D.C. Access to Justice Commission, Delivering Justice: Addressing Civil Legal Needs in the District of Columbia (December 
2019) at 4, available at https://dcaccesstojustice.org/files/Delivering_Justice_2019.pdf   
5 Supra note 3.  
6 Id.  
7 See Appendix, Community Partnerships, also available at https://dcaccesstojustice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/04/FY27-draft-Partners.pdf  
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Housing.pdf  
18 Id.  
19 Id.  
20 See Appendix, An Investment in Community Need, available at https://dcaccesstojustice.org/wp-
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content/uploads/2026/04/FY27-ATJ-Need-draft.pdf; see also Appendix, Legal Aid DC, Making Justice Real for DC 
Residents 
22 Each year, the D.C. Courts, in partnership with the Commission and the D.C. Bar Pro Bono Center, recognize pro bono 
attorneys who provide 50 or 100 plus hours of pro bono service to help those who cannot afford counsel. 
https://www.dccourts.gov/court-resources/pro-bono-opportunities/capital-probono-honor-roll 
23 See Appendix, Leveraging Resources, available at https://dcaccesstojustice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/04/Leveraging-Resources-FY27.pdf  
24 The campaign establishes revenue-based benchmarks for law firm donations to legal services organizations. 
https://dcaccesstojustice.org/raising-the-bar/  
25 See Appendix, An Investment in Community Need, available at https://dcaccesstojustice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/04/FY27-ATJ-Need-draft.pdf 
26 New America, An Update on D.C. Evictions: June 2025 through February 2026 (April 1, 2026) available at 
https://www.newamerica.org/insights/an-update-on-dc-evictions-june-2025-through-february-2026/  
27 See Appendix, Promoting Economic Security, available at https://dcaccesstojustice.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/04/Economic-Security-Final-Design1.pdf  
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RESULTS FOR DISTRICT RESIDENTS:

National and local data demonstrate that
funding civil legal services is a valuable and

fiscally responsible investment

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

Return on the District’s Investment

S A V I N G  T H E  D I S T R I C T  O T H E R  E X P E N S E S :

50+ national
studies

show that legal services
provides a positive return on

investment* 

an estimated $7
in return for

every $1 invested
Preventing financial loss
due to foreclosure, debt
collection, and evictions
Securing unpaid wages,
veterans’ benefits, child
support, Social Security
payments and record
sealing
Lowers costs for emergency
shelters, healthcare, social
services, emergency
financial assistance and
law enforcement
Fueling economic growth
through the economic
multiplier effect

ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.

Reducing youth recidivism: Clients represented by one
grantee were 38% less likely to be rearrested within 2 years than
other youth committed to DYRS
Reducing emergency room usage by connecting clients to
primary and mental health care and medication through
insurance and Medicare Part D coverage
Legal help offered to people with disabilities or complex health
needs help them access employment, income, and services in
the communities - avoiding unnecessary, costly
institutionalization
Domestic violence survivors who receive representation in
protection order and family law cases report substantially
greater economic self-sufficiency & less future violence 
Criminal record-sealing significantly expands economic
opportunity and reduces recidivism - one grantee alone
handled 618 of these matters 

Over a three-year period, one grantee handling housing
conditions matters impacting children with asthma saved
more than $3 in Medicaid costs for every $1 spent on the
legal services - $14 to 15M overall
A grantee secured more than $12 million in financial benefit
for clients in foreclosure & debt collection cases
A grantee serving District seniors generated $1,772,412 for
clients, from Initiative funding of $305,132 - a 581% return on
investment
Another grantee saved nearly $1 million for over 1,000 District
families with debt and consumer needs

$2.50 - $4.84
 For every $ 1 spent,

estimated public return on
investment on eviction right
to counsel programs in 20+

jurisdictions - including

Source: Legal Services Corporation,
 “The Economic Case for Civil Legal
Aid” (2025) ; Stout, Eviction Right to
Counsel Resource Center 

FY27











Access to Justice Initiative funding supports
crucial civil legal help for low- and moderate-
income District tenants that resolves disputes

and promotes safe and stable housing: 

In FY2025, the Civil Legal Counsel Projects Program (CLCPP): 

Conducted 5,087 intake calls
Assisted 3,847 tenants (impacting 8,178 household members)
Assisted tenants who were referred by DC Courts, private landlords
Helped tenants recertify subsidies so landlords got paid
Only 22% of CLCPP cases required judicial ruling to end the dispute
77% of tenants at-risk of losing vouchers retained subsidies*
86% of tenants who wanted to remain in their unit retained
possession (71% overall)*

Providing tenants with legal support helps resolve issues with
landlords and avoid the need for further court intervention. 

Between Aug. 2019-Sept. 2025:
69% of eviction cases were settled (32%) or were voluntarily
dismissed by landlords (37%) 

In FY25, landlord dismissal reasons included: the tenant paid the
rent owed (38%), the tenant moved (17%), or the tenant addressed
or “cured” other violations (10%)
Landlords had legal representation in 95% of these cases in FY25

The program promotes housing stability for some of the
District’s most vulnerable residents. In FY25:

Almost half of tenants served lived in Wards 7 & 8; 15% in Ward 5
42% of households had at least one minor child
27% of tenants served had disability, chronic health condition
45% of tenants lived in subsidized housing 

ACCESSING JUSTICE IN  D.C. 

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

Housing

P R E S E R V I N G  S A F E ,  
A F F O R D A B L E  H O U S I N G

45.5%
District renters 

with high housing
cost burden (over 30% of

income)

INTERGENERATIONAL TRANSFER OF
PROPERTY

Addressing health-harming housing conditions
violations, reasonable accommodation requests,
and housing discrimination 
Assistance with voucher terminations, illegal rent
increases, security deposit returns, other rights F O R E C L O S U R E  D E F E N S E

Heirs property, probate work and financial and
future planning to help families transfer homes -
allowing District families to stay in the District 

Sources: 
ACS  1-year estimates (2024);
DC Bar Foundation

*in cases where case outcome known

339
# of non-eviction
tenant petitions

handled in 2025 -
mostly related to

housing conditions 

15,098
Tenants served by
CLCPP Aug. 2019 -

Dec. 2025 

FY27

359
families assisted with
foreclosure matters by

one ATJ grantee in 2025



Housing Safe, Stable Families

Every day, Initiative-funded organizations
provide legal help to low- and moderate-

income Ward 1 residents on a wide range of
legal issues. This includes: 

Economic Security

Medical-legal partnerships , including at Howard
University Hospital, Children’s National Shaw and
Columbia Heights, and Unity Health Care covering a
range of housing, education, family, public
benefits, and other legal needs
Regular legal clinics and intakes at a Ward 1 public
charter school, public library, and medical clinics -
covering housing, probate, family, education,
domestic violence, and more
Know-your-rights trainings and community legal
education in English and Spanish presented in
partnership with Ward-1 community charter schools
and organizations
Support for the unique needs of seniors, crime
victims, and other vulnerable populations

Ward 1ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

5,509+
WARD 1 RESIDENTS

SERVED IN 2025

13%
WARD 1 POVERTY RATE

 (29% CHILD POVERTY RATE)
meaning  more than 1:10

residents cannot afford legal
services

31%
 WARD 1 HOUSEHOLDS 

WITH HIGH
HOUSING COST

BURDEN

Data Sources: DC Kids Count 2026;
Census Reporter  (2024 ACS 5-Year data)

Crucial civil legal services supporting 
safe, thriving communities

L E G A L  H E L P  S U P P O R T S :

Prevent foreclosures;
preserve affordable

housing; maintain safe
housing conditions to

prevent excess health care
expenses; resolve eviction

matters - often through
settlements and payment

plans 

Help families resolve
custody disputes; address
intrafamily violence; secure

child support; keep
students in school; plan for

emergencies; support
reentering youth; help with

guardianship and long-
term planning 

Help residents access public
benefits and healthcare;
combat fraud and illegal
debt collection; protect
employment rights and
wages; preserve inter-
generational assets -

especially homes - through
heirs property work 

FY27



Housing Stable Families

Every day, Initiative-funded organizations
provide legal help to low- and moderate-

income Ward 2 residents on a wide range of
legal issues. This includes: 

Economic Security

Free weekly legal clinic for domestic violence survivors
at a Ward-2 medical clinic
Monthly legal clinics at the MLK, Jr. Library
Know-your-rights trainings and presentations at
health clinics, and community locations - covering
topics including child support, custody, domestic
violence, debt collection, bankruptcy, and social
security benefits
“Benefits check-ups” to help seniors access benefits
and economic security
Support for low-income communities in Chinatown to
preserve affordable housing
Record-sealing workshop and other pro bono
partnerships with District law firms
Ward 2-based primary office spaces for a number of
grantee organizations

Ward 2

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

2,262+
WARD 2 RESIDENTS

SERVED IN 2025

11%
WARD 2 POVERTY RATE

 - more than 1:10 residents  
cannot afford legal services;

18% of households have
incomes under $50,000.

34%
  WARD 2 HOUSEHOLDS 

WITH HIGH
HOUSING COST

BURDEN

Data Sources: DC Kids Count; 
Census Reporter  (2024 ACS 5-Year data)

Crucial civil legal services supporting 
safe, thriving communities

L E G A L  H E L P  S U P P O R T S :

Prevent foreclosures;
preserve affordable

housing; maintain safe
housing conditions and

prevent health care
expenses; resolve eviction

matters - often through
settlements and payment

plans 

Help families resolve
custody disputes; address
intrafamily violence; secure

child support; keep
students in school; plan for

emergencies; support
reentering youth; help with

guardianship and long-
term planning 

Help residents access public
benefits and healthcare;
combat fraud and illegal
debt collection; protect
employment rights and
wages; preserve inter-
generational assets -

especially homes - through
heirs property work 

ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.
FY27



Housing Stable Families

Every day, Initiative-funded organizations
provide legal help to low- and moderate-

income Ward 3 residents on a wide range of
legal issues. This includes: 

Economic Security

Legal services and translations for Ward 3
residents
One Initiative grantee with a home office in
Ward 3 provides legal services to DC residents
with low incomes dealing with the often
devastating consequences of abusive debt
collection practices and other consumer
related issues.
Partnerships with UDC David A. Clarke School
of Law, American University Washington
College of Law, Howard University School of
Law, and other community service providers to
provide trainings and support for Ward 3
service professionals and clients.

Ward 3

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

1,159+
WARD 3 RESIDENTS

SERVED IN 2025

17%
WARD 3 HOUSEHOLDS WITH
AN INCOME UNDER $50,000

 

31%
 WARD 3 HOUSEHOLDS 

WITH HIGH
HOUSING COST

BURDEN

Data Sources: DC Kids Count; 2026
Census Reporter  (2024 ACS 5-Year data)

Crucial civil legal services supporting 
safe, thriving communities

L E G A L  H E L P  S U P P O R T S :

Prevent foreclosures;
preserve affordable

housing; maintain safe
housing conditions to

prevent excess health care
expenses; resolve eviction

matters - often through
settlements and payment

plans 

Help families resolve
custody disputes; address
intrafamily violence; secure

child support; keep
students in school; plan for

emergencies; support
reentering youth; help with

guardianship and long-
term planning 

Help residents access public
benefits and healthcare;
combat fraud and illegal
debt collection; protect
employment rights and
wages; preserve inter-
generational assets -

especially homes - through
heirs property work 
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Housing Stable Families

Every day, Initiative-funded organizations
provide legal help to low- and moderate-

income Ward 4 residents on a wide range of
legal issues. This includes: 

Economic Security

A medical-legal partnership with Children's
National Complex Care Clinic at Walter Reed,
offering legal assistance for housing conditions
and education needs impacting children’s health
A Ward-4 based grantee that provides legal
assistance to crime victims, including sexual
assault and domestic violence survivors, along
with holistic advocacy and case management 
Legal clinics, workshops, and community events
on family law and emergency family safety
planning, benefits, and probate and estate
planning education
Help for Ward 4 tenant associations advocating
for building-wide housing improvements

Ward 4

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

6,889+
WARD 4 RESIDENTS

SERVED IN 2025

11%
WARD 4 POVERTY RATE; 

22% OF HOUSEHOLDS HAVE
AN INCOME UNDER $50,000

 

33%
 WARD 4 HOUSEHOLDS 

WITH HIGH HOUSING
COST BURDEN

Data Sources: DC Kids Count 2026; 
Census Reporter  (2024 ACS 5-Year data)

Crucial civil legal services supporting 
safe, thriving communities

L E G A L  H E L P  S U P P O R T S :

Prevent foreclosures;
preserve affordable

housing; maintain safe
housing conditions to

prevent excess health care
expenses; resolve eviction

matters - often through
settlements and payment

plans 

Help families resolve
custody disputes; address
intrafamily violence; secure

child support; keep
students in school; plan for

emergencies; support
reentering youth; help with

guardianship and long-
term planning 

Help residents access public
benefits and healthcare;
combat fraud and illegal
debt collection; protect
employment rights and
wages; preserve inter-
generational assets -

especially homes - through
heirs property work 
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