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Access to Justice Initiative funding supports
crucial civil legal services that protect low- and
moderate-income District residents’ economic

livelihood and security, including by: 

MAINTAINING BENEFITS: 
Navigating vital public benefits matters (SSI,
unemployment insurance, paid family leave,
TANF, SNAP, rental subsidies, shelter services, and
health coverage) - often avoiding litigation
Protecting benefits for people with disabilities
and domestic violence survivors from being
mismanaged or stolen

PROTECTING INCOME AND REDUCING
HEALTHCARE COSTS: 

Fighting predatory lending and abusive debt
collection, helping fraud victims recover stolen
funds, and managing medical debt
Addressing health-harming problems through
legal solutions to avoid future medical and
Medicaid costs

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

Promoting Economic Security

P R O T E C T I N G  W A G E S  A N D
J O B S :

Ensuring District residents receive the wages
and benefits they have earned 
Fighting employment-related discrimination
and clearing barriers to employment
Specialized services for vulnerable
populations at higher risk of unemployment
and economic exploitation

P R E S E R V I N G
I N T E R G E N E R A T I O N A L

W E A L T H :  
Preserving millions in assets through heirs
property and probate work, and allowing
District families to keep homes and stay in the
District  
Assisting District residents and seniors with
financial and future planning

230% 
increase in request for

probate and estate
planning help

12.5%
increase in request for

consumer and debt help

worker’s right clinics
provided by 1 grantee
organization annually

ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.

$12 million+
amount saved for clients
in foreclosure, debt, and
consumer law cases by

one grantee 

81 
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Housing Safe, Stable Families

Every day, Initiative-funded organizations
provide legal help to low- and moderate-

income Ward 1 residents on a wide range of
legal issues. This includes: 

Economic Security

Medical-legal partnerships , including at Howard
University Hospital, Children’s National Shaw and
Columbia Heights, and Unity Health Care covering a
range of housing, education, family, public
benefits, and other legal needs
Regular legal clinics and intakes at a Ward 1 public
charter school, public library, and medical clinics -
covering housing, probate, family, education,
domestic violence, and more
Know-your-rights trainings and community legal
education in English and Spanish presented in
partnership with Ward-1 community charter schools
and organizations
Support for the unique needs of seniors, crime
victims, and other vulnerable populations

Ward 1ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

5,509+
WARD 1 RESIDENTS

SERVED IN 2025

13%
WARD 1 POVERTY RATE

 (29% CHILD POVERTY RATE)
meaning  more than 1:10

residents cannot afford legal
services

31%
 WARD 1 HOUSEHOLDS 

WITH HIGH
HOUSING COST

BURDEN

Data Sources: DC Kids Count 2026;
Census Reporter  (2024 ACS 5-Year data)

Crucial civil legal services supporting 
safe, thriving communities

L E G A L  H E L P  S U P P O R T S :

Prevent foreclosures;
preserve affordable

housing; maintain safe
housing conditions to

prevent excess health care
expenses; resolve eviction

matters - often through
settlements and payment

plans 

Help families resolve
custody disputes; address
intrafamily violence; secure

child support; keep
students in school; plan for

emergencies; support
reentering youth; help with

guardianship and long-
term planning 

Help residents access public
benefits and healthcare;
combat fraud and illegal
debt collection; protect
employment rights and
wages; preserve inter-
generational assets -

especially homes - through
heirs property work 

FY27



Housing Stable Families

Every day, Initiative-funded organizations
provide legal help to low- and moderate-

income Ward 2 residents on a wide range of
legal issues. This includes: 

Economic Security

Free weekly legal clinic for domestic violence survivors
at a Ward-2 medical clinic
Monthly legal clinics at the MLK, Jr. Library
Know-your-rights trainings and presentations at
health clinics, and community locations - covering
topics including child support, custody, domestic
violence, debt collection, bankruptcy, and social
security benefits
“Benefits check-ups” to help seniors access benefits
and economic security
Support for low-income communities in Chinatown to
preserve affordable housing
Record-sealing workshop and other pro bono
partnerships with District law firms
Ward 2-based primary office spaces for a number of
grantee organizations

Ward 2

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

2,262+
WARD 2 RESIDENTS

SERVED IN 2025

11%
WARD 2 POVERTY RATE

 - more than 1:10 residents  
cannot afford legal services;

18% of households have
incomes under $50,000.

34%
  WARD 2 HOUSEHOLDS 

WITH HIGH
HOUSING COST

BURDEN

Data Sources: DC Kids Count; 
Census Reporter  (2024 ACS 5-Year data)

Crucial civil legal services supporting 
safe, thriving communities

L E G A L  H E L P  S U P P O R T S :

Prevent foreclosures;
preserve affordable

housing; maintain safe
housing conditions and

prevent health care
expenses; resolve eviction

matters - often through
settlements and payment

plans 

Help families resolve
custody disputes; address
intrafamily violence; secure

child support; keep
students in school; plan for

emergencies; support
reentering youth; help with

guardianship and long-
term planning 

Help residents access public
benefits and healthcare;
combat fraud and illegal
debt collection; protect
employment rights and
wages; preserve inter-
generational assets -

especially homes - through
heirs property work 

ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.
FY27



Housing Stable Families

Every day, Initiative-funded organizations
provide legal help to low- and moderate-

income Ward 3 residents on a wide range of
legal issues. This includes: 

Economic Security

Legal services and translations for Ward 3
residents
One Initiative grantee with a home office in
Ward 3 provides legal services to DC residents
with low incomes dealing with the often
devastating consequences of abusive debt
collection practices and other consumer
related issues.
Partnerships with UDC David A. Clarke School
of Law, American University Washington
College of Law, Howard University School of
Law, and other community service providers to
provide trainings and support for Ward 3
service professionals and clients.

Ward 3

To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or 
go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/

1,159+
WARD 3 RESIDENTS

SERVED IN 2025

17%
WARD 3 HOUSEHOLDS WITH
AN INCOME UNDER $50,000

 

31%
 WARD 3 HOUSEHOLDS 

WITH HIGH
HOUSING COST

BURDEN

Data Sources: DC Kids Count; 2026
Census Reporter  (2024 ACS 5-Year data)

Crucial civil legal services supporting 
safe, thriving communities

L E G A L  H E L P  S U P P O R T S :

Prevent foreclosures;
preserve affordable

housing; maintain safe
housing conditions to

prevent excess health care
expenses; resolve eviction

matters - often through
settlements and payment

plans 

Help families resolve
custody disputes; address
intrafamily violence; secure

child support; keep
students in school; plan for

emergencies; support
reentering youth; help with

guardianship and long-
term planning 

Help residents access public
benefits and healthcare;
combat fraud and illegal
debt collection; protect
employment rights and
wages; preserve inter-
generational assets -

especially homes - through
heirs property work 

ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.
FY27
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	How the proposed funding reduction will devastate access to civil legal help
	We urge the D.C. Council to prioritize restoring Initiative funding to the FY26 level of $31.785M to prevent the loss of crucial civil legal services for low- and moderate-income District residents.

	86%
	37,893
	240
	DEVASTATING REDUCTION IN SERVICES
	Potential impact on projects covering a wide range of crucial civil legal needs - if spread equally across FY27 programs, an 86% reduction could mean (approximately):
	Housing: $14.56M ⟶ $2.04M (cut of $12.5M+)
	Family: $2.59M  ⟶  $363K (cut of $2.23M)
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	Loss of legal services that help District residents remain  housed, maintain their incomes, and stay physically safe, causing strain on other government programs
	A recent LSC review of 50+ studies shows that legal  services provides an estimated $7 in return for every $1 invested
	To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or  go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/
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	Community Partnerships
	Access to Justice Initiative-funded civil legal services organizations expand their impact through their presence in District neighborhoods, and partnerships with more than 180 other community partners in the government, health, education, social services, faith-based, and other communities.
	Partnerships Include:
	Court-Based Self-Help Centers
	Community Outreach at Resource Fairs
	Know-Your Rights Presentations for Organizations and Community Members
	Medical-Legal Partnerships
	Problem-Solving Collaborations and Working Groups
	Legal Clinics at DC Public Libraries and other locations
	Referral partnerships
	Partnerships with District government agencies
	To learn more visit us at dcaccesstojustice.org or go to dcbarfoundation.org
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	Safety
	Education
	DC Agencies & Government
	Stability & Opportunity
	To learn more visit us at dcaccesstojustice.org or go to dcbarfoundation.org
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	Crucial civil legal services supporting  safe, thriving communities

	5,509+
	13%
	31%
	Every day, Initiative-funded organizations provide legal help to low- and moderate-income Ward 1 residents on a wide range of legal issues. This includes:
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	Safe, Stable Families
	Economic Security
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	Crucial civil legal services supporting  safe, thriving communities

	2,262+
	11%
	34%
	Every day, Initiative-funded organizations provide legal help to low- and moderate-income Ward 2 residents on a wide range of legal issues. This includes:
	LEGAL HELP SUPPORTS:

	Housing
	Stable Families
	Economic Security
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	Ward 3
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	Crucial civil legal services supporting  safe, thriving communities

	1,159+
	17%
	31%
	Every day, Initiative-funded organizations provide legal help to low- and moderate-income Ward 3 residents on a wide range of legal issues. This includes:
	LEGAL HELP SUPPORTS:

	Housing
	Stable Families
	Economic Security
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	Ward 4
	FY27
	Crucial civil legal services supporting  safe, thriving communities

	6,889+
	11%
	33%
	Every day, Initiative-funded organizations provide legal help to low- and moderate-income Ward 4 residents on a wide range of legal issues. This includes:
	LEGAL HELP SUPPORTS:

	Housing
	Stable Families
	Economic Security
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	Crucial civil legal services supporting  safe, thriving communities

	5,235+
	15%
	37%
	Every day, Initiative-funded organizations provide legal help to low- and moderate-income Ward 5 residents on a wide range of legal issues. This includes:
	LEGAL HELP SUPPORTS:

	Housing
	Stable Families
	Economic Security



	Ward 6.pdf
	ACCESSING JUSTICE IN D.C.
	Ward 6
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	Crucial civil legal services supporting  safe, thriving communities

	3,332+
	10.5%
	33%
	Every day, Initiative-funded organizations provide legal help to low- and moderate-income Ward 6 residents on a wide range of legal issues. This includes:
	LEGAL HELP SUPPORTS:

	Housing
	Housing
	Stable Families
	Economic Security
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	23%
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	LEGAL HELP SUPPORTS:

	Housing
	Housing
	Stable Families
	Economic Security
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	Housing
	Stable Families
	Economic Security
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	Rising costs and economic stress =
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	5,616
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	DECREASING RECIDIVISM
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	Housing
	Access to Justice Initiative funding supports crucial civil legal help for low- and moderate-income District tenants that resolves disputes and promotes safe and stable housing:
	45.5% District renters  with high housing cost burden (over 30% of income)
	15,098 Tenants served by CLCPP Aug. 2019 - Dec. 2025
	359 families assisted with foreclosure matters by one ATJ grantee in 2025
	PRESERVING SAFE,  AFFORDABLE HOUSING
	INTERGENERATIONAL TRANSFER OF PROPERTY
	FORECLOSURE DEFENSE
	To learn more: visit us at https://dcaccesstojustice.org or  go to https://www.dcbarfoundation.org/
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	PROTECTING WAGES AND JOBS:
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