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The D.C. Access to Justice Commission’s 20 years of impact is unmatched. The
District of Columbia relies on this court-appointed body to convene and coordinate
local stakeholders to address the civil justice crisis faced by low- and moderate-
income D.C. residents. Most of these residents get little or no legal help when facing
challenging civil legal problems such as lack of housing, family conflict, money
problems, and more. The D.C. Access to Justice Foundation raises funds to support
the staff and operations of the D.C. Access to Justice Commission.

The Foundation does not receive any public funding and is entirely funded by private
contributions. Our incoming financial support has been static since 2005 despite the
increased scope and impact described below. Additional funding is vital to
supporting the Commission’s next 20 years of impact.

Vastly increased resources to expand free civil legal services

The Commission was integral in the D.C. Council 20 Years of Access to Justice Initiative Public
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Generated more private support for non-profit legal organizations

The Commission’s Raising the Bar in D.C. campaign sets
benchmark standards for law firm giving to local civil legal aid
organizations serving D.C. residents - with the goal that when
revenue increases, so does giving.
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The campaign has recognized $76M in contributions since it
began. 2024's participating firms have increased giving by
$2.8M since they joined the campaign.



Transformed how DC residents get legal help & promoted change

&  Justice for All:

The Commission has published groundbreaking reports
on our civil justice system, making recommendations
for strengthening the services & systems that low- and
moderate-income DC residents rely on. Our latest
report is a blueprint to vastly improve how residents &
social service professionals

access the critical legal 66

information they need to

navigate our complex civil
justice system.
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The Commission’s role in DC’s legal community is unique and

essential as a problem solver and bridge builder. Every day, our local

courts, government institutions, law firms, and non-profit organizations

lean on the Commission to bring the community together to advance important
access to justice priorities aimed at addressing our civil justice crisis. The
Commission is committed to growing our current staff capacity of two in order for us
to answer the urgent call to develop and advance solutions that will address the civil
justice crisis we face in the District of Columbia.

By the numbers...

890% - increase in DC government support to civil legal aid organizations due to the
Commission’s annual efforts to secure these funds since 2007

$180 - how every dollar invested in Commission staff translates to D.C. government support
to other legal aid orgs, allowing them to serve 40,000 D.C. residents annually

$76M - the financial support the Commission’s Raising the Bar in DC law firms have

provided to local legal aid organizations since the campaign began in 2010
$0 - the amount of public, government funding

given to the Commission

1,000+ - the number of legal information materials
the Commission reviewed for best practices in
quality, accuracy, and accessibility

10+ - the number of Commission work groups in
issues ranging from self-help & legal information,
navigation, policy, public funding, courts &
tribunals, pro bono, Al, and more...
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Limitless! - there is no limit to the number of «MY”X
issues the Commission has engaged on to DWIYU‘\W , ElpEmE
improve and strengthen our civil justice system M@W '




