PERFORMANCE OVERSIGHT HIGHLIGHTS

BUILDING SAFER, STRONGER NEIGHBORHOODS
in D.C.

The Impact of the Access to Justice Initiative

17 witnesses, including the D.C. Bar President, housing advocates, and legal services providers,
testified before the D.C. Council on January 29, 2025 about the critical work made possible by the
D.C. Access to Justice Initiative. Together, this testimony shows that the Initiative is the
“cornerstone of civil justice in D.C.,” helping build a stronger District where residents can thrive.
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Every DC resident deserves to have
somewhere to go when facing a crisis, they

Promoting Stable Housing, Public Safety and

Economic Opportunity:
e 76-81% of clients facing eviction retained

de.se:rve f.alr and equa.l access to Jf‘St'ce'" possession of their housing during a time when
this is an investment in people’s lives. evictions rose above pre-pandemic levels
Aracelis Gray, Director of Programs, DC Bar Foundation * Organizations preserve housing affordability &

\ , , -/ stabilize neighborhoods when they help buildings

address housing code violations and get repairs

¢ Domestic violence organizations support the 47%
of female & 43% of male D.C. residents who have
experienced intimate partner violence, with the
scope and severity at an all-time high

e Requests for legal help in identify theft, scams,
credit, & debt have grown by 15%; this help keeps
money in residents’ pockets ($1 million saved for
1,000 residents served by one organization)

e Legal assistance helps District residents facing
erroneous terminations or reductions in service
secure Federal and other benefits - $2.5 million
secured by one organization alone in FY24

Supporting Community Needs:

¢ Funded organizations helped over 21,000
District residents in the first half of FY2024 - a
26% increase from the same period in FY2023

* They partner with community organizations,
medical providers, government agencies, and
courts to ensure access to justice; one
organization described its “wonderful
relationship” with the Department of Aging

e Help for children with health-harming legal
issues resulted in $10,000 in Medicaid savings
per child ($40,000 saved for children who
regularly utilize the emergency room)

¢ Funding has expanded practice in probate and r— ‘ ‘

estate planning, with one organization able to Busy, overstretched caregivers like myself
preserve over $2.4 million in housing and . . ore
; : . who want to help children in our families be
intergenerational wealth for clients .. . .

safe need organizations like D.C. KinCare

Alliance.
Improving systems & leveraging fu nding: Public Witness Tamiesha Lawrence, who received legal help to
e Training, mentorship, and support for pro cssume emergency care for her minor sister _)
bono lawyers to extend impact ,
¢ Building better intake systems to get residents é\&‘d °f°o,%) e e [ iares vl s 51
help sooner 2 S https://dcaccesstojustice.org or go to
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