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What is Raising
the Bar and why
does it matter?



Why participate?



A Firm Perspective





Media
Coverage





Social Media



Why Raising the
Bar?



Platinum (0.11%) Gold (0.09%) Silver (0.075%)

Qualifying Levels



Benchmark Levels 

D.C. Office Revenue 

$100,000  $1,000,000  $10,000,000  $100,000,000 

Platinum  0.110%  $110  $1,100  $11,000  $110,000 

Gold  0.090%  $90  $900  $9,000  $90,000 

Silver  0.075%  $75  $750  $7,500  $75,000 

Sample Dollar Amounts to Qualify:



Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
ArentFox Schiff LLP 

Arnold & Porter 
Beveridge & Diamond PC 

Brown & Peisch PLLC 
DLA Piper LLP (US) 

Feldesman Tucker Leifer Fidell LLP 
Henrikson Law PLLC 

Jones Day 
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 

Katz Banks Kumin LLP 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Kropf Moseley PLLC 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 2022
PLATINUM LEVEL DONORS 

Law Office of Cecily E. Baskir, LLC 
Law Office of Andrea Ferster 

Law Offices of Andrew Marks PLLC
Law Offices of Gary N. Horlick
Lippman, Semsker & Salb LLC 

Lowenstein Sandler LLP 
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation

McKinney Figini, LLC 
Sidley Austin LLP 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
The Piorkowski Law Firm, PC 

Venable LLP 
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP



GOLD LEVEL DONORS 

 

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
Covington & Burling LLP 

Cuneo Gilbert & LaDuca, LLP 
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP 

Epstein Becker & Green, PC 
Latham & Watkins LLP 

Miller & Chevalier Chartered 

 

Buckley LLP 
Crowell & Moring LLP 

Klein Hornig LLP 
Mayer Brown LLP 

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP 

WilmerHale

SILVER LEVEL DONORS 



Unmet
Legal
Needs



Pre-pandemic...

And need has only grown...



2023 Eligible Recipient Organizations



Getting Recognized:
Calculating And

Reporting





Report: 

-Qualifying Level
-Total Amount of Donations
-Organizations Donated to

-Total increase/Decrease in
eligible giving since last

campaign

Don’t Report: 

-Amount of Donations to
individual organizations

-Revenue



A large firm’s D.C. office revenue was $520M in 2022; $515M in
2021; and $450M in 2020. The average revenue across these
three years is $495M.

How much would you have to give to the 40+ Raising the Bar
eligible organizations to qualify? Based on the above, the
following total sum of charitable contributions needed to qualify
at each level:

Platinum – 0.11% of $495,000,000 = $544,500
Gold – 0.09% of $495,000,000 = $445,500
Silver – 0.075% of $495,000,000 = $371,250 

Do you qualify already? Calculate your charitable contributions
to the list of organizations thus far in calendar year 2023.  If the
sum of the firm‘s 2023 giving to these organizations is already
$400,000, the firm will qualify at the Silver level. 

If the firm increased its charitable giving budget to the eligible
organizations by $45,500, it’d qualify at the Gold level; 
If it increased by $144,500, it’d qualify at the Platinum level. 

An Example



Questions?



Thank you!

Contacts:
 Commission Executive Director Nancy Drane

(nancy.drane@dcaccesstojustice.org) 
Staff Attorney Diana Sisson (diana.sisson@dcaccesstojustice.org)

More information: 
https://dcaccesstojustice.org/raising-the-bar/

https://dcaccesstojustice.org/raising-the-bar/

