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Jonathan M. Smith is the executive director of the Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia.   He has served in this position since May 2002.  Mr. Smith is responsible for program management and participates in litigation.

Mr. Smith graduated in 1980 with a BA in philosophy from the University of Maine at Orono and received his Juris Doctor from Antioch School of Law in 1984.   He is licensed to practice law in Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia.

From 1984 to 1989, Mr. Smith was an associate at the Alexandria Virginia civil rights firm of Victor Glasberg & Associates.  During his tenure at the law firm, he litigated cases covering a broad range of issues including, police brutality and misconduct, employment discrimination, discrimination in public accommodation, voting rights and free speech.

In 1989, Mr. Smith joined D.C. Prisoners’ Legal Services Project as its first staff attorney and helped open the office.  In 1991, he became the Project’s executive director.  While at the Project, he served as counsel in individual and class action civil rights litigation.


From 1998 until 2002, Mr. Smith was the executive director of the Public Justice Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  While at the Public Justice Center, he worked on a range of issues including juvenile justice reform, workers’ rights, the rights of language minorities and housing.  During his tenure, he helped grow the Public Justice Center’s docket and helped establish the Appellate Advocacy Project and the Latino Legal Assistance Project.

Mr. Smith has written about civil rights and legal services issues, including:  
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J. Smith, The District of Columbia Revitalization Act and Criminal Justice:  The Federal Government’s Assault on Local Authority, 6 Dist. Col. L. Rev. 301 (Spring 1998)

J. Smith, Closing the Courthouse Door on Maryland’s Poor, Maryland Bar Journal, Vol. XXXIV, No. 4 (July/August 2001)
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W. Henderson & J. Smith, The Right to Counsel and Civil Rights:  An Opportunity to Broaden the Debate, 40 Clearinghouse Review 210 (July/August 2006)


Mr. Smith was appointed for a three-year term in 2005 by the District of Court of Appeals to serve as a Commissioner on the District of Columbia Access to Justice Commission.  He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the President’s Award by the Washington Council of Lawyers (2006), Excellence in Chief Executive Leadership Award by the Center for Non-Profit Advancement (2006), Justice Potter Stewart Award from the Council for Court Excellence (2006) and the Advocate for Justice Award from the University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law (2005).  
